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Dear Friend,
During summer camp this year, one of the first questions we asked the
children was, “why are all these trees here? What do trees do for us?”
And the first hand that went up belonged to a child who declared “trees
help us breathe.”
After another year of upheaval to our lives and routines due to the pandemic,
we all needed a place to take a deep breath. The Cora Hartshorn Arboretum
was a sanctuary that many visitors sought out as a place to walk, to exercise,
to meditate, to regroup, to calm their thoughts, to find some peace. We
were here for early morning trail runners; for families visiting Harmony
Hill; for birdwatchers, photographers, hikers, and sketchers.
We were here for the school children, too. In a year when a “normal”
school year was becoming difficult to remember, we were able to see
every class from Glenwood Elementary School for a field trip that they
could walk to. We offered a summer camp experience so popular that
some of our classes sold out for the season within three hours of being
open for registration. Realizing the toll that the first Covid year had taken
on our campers, our environmental educators adapted our teaching styles
to accommodate more free choices, more time to talk and socialize—yet
maintained our usual high standards for our STEAM curriculum. In addition
to summer camp, we ran outdoor after school classes and caregiverand-child classes during the spring, fall, and winter. This afforded
children safe ways to immerse themselves in nature-based exploration
throughout the year.
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We are here to protect this green island of trees. The forest is under
constant stress from invasive plant and insect competition, from whitetailed deer, and from careless visitors. Our staff and volunteers work
diligently towards the ideal of pristine deciduous woodland, rich in
biodiversity. This means habitat restoration, invasive species removal,
and the maintenance of the health of our trees is a continuous process.
We are here for the fungi, the ferns, the most delicate wildflowers. We are
here for the secretive foxes, the rambunctious raccoons, the hidden lives
of the salamanders, and the shy slip of the garter snakes. We are here for
the birds. We are perfectly placed to be an invaluable refueling station
for wild birds on their spring and fall migrations. Our habitat provides
nesting opportunities for songbirds whose populations received media
coverage for their steep decline this year. We are here for the trees that
provide the shelter and food without which wild birds cannot survive.
We are here for the trees. They help us—all of us—breathe.
Can we count on you to be here for them too?
Many, many thanks.
Your partners in woodland conservation,

Tedor Whitman,

Melissa Czinn

Wendi Mulvey

Director

Environmental Educator

Environmental Educator
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