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Our Mission
The Cora Hartshorn Arboretum
is a historic woodlands garden
and education institution. Our
mission is to foster and promote
environmental awareness,  
education, and stewardship  
within the greater community.

Our Location
324 Forest Drive South
Short Hills, NJ 07078

Dear Friend,

We thought you might like a little look behind the scenes at how our 
environmental educators create our teaching strategies.

During summer camp this year, our youngest campers conducted a 
biodiversity survey of the Cora Hartshorn Arboretum. Each day, we 
selected a living thing that we had observed that day: an Eastern Tiger 
Swallowtail, a Ruby-throated Hummingbird, a Pawpaw tree, and drew 
pictures and formulated a description of it.  Over the weeks, a fat binder  
was compiled full of dozens of species—which barely scratches the 
surface of the rich variety of life that depends on our 16-acre ecosystem. 
Our older Explorers had the chance to observe a successful deer drive 
as our staffers completed the single most vital task in forest habitat  
restoration: evicting deer. Witnessing this conservation in action  
became the highlight of their summer.

No less an authority than Sir David Attenborough tells us that “bringing 
nature into the classroom can kindle a fascination and passion for the 
diversity of life on earth and can motivate a sense of responsibility to 
safeguard it.” Our classroom is our forest. All are welcome to visit our 
woodlands: retired people sketching wildflowers, graduate students 
collecting data points, high school volunteers learning to perform field 
work, elementary school kids on field trips, families strolling with 
toddlers. We want our trails to be pathways to discovery, to wonder, to 
inspiration. We seek to instill our devotion to environmental education 
and stewardship to everyone who visits the Arboretum.

Please Detach Along Line and Return in the Enclosed Envelope

I want to make a difference!

   $100  $250  $500  $1,000  Other ______________________

   Enclosed is check payable to Cora Hartshorn Arboretum

  Please charge my gift to Visa/MasterCard/American Express:

Card Number _______________________________________________________________

Exp. Date _______________________ Sec. Code _________________________________

Signature ___________________________________________________________________

Phone Number ______________________________________________________________

Email _______________________________________________________________________

Save Paper! Donate online at www.hartshornarboretum.org/annual-appeal
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Melissa Czinn
Environmental Educator

We cannot do this without you. Our forest island of biodiversity exists 
in a sea of suburban neighborhood. Challenges to the integrity of our 
ecosystem include extreme weather events like windstorms that topple 
mature trees or extended droughts that stress the entire forest. Invasive 
insect pests need to be controlled. The continual incursions of white-tailed 
deer could be more easily resolved with improvements to our current 
deer fence.  The water feature, so life-sustaining to both resident and 
migratory birds as well as the occasional opportunistic frog, is in constant 
need of maintenance.

Your contributions are vital to aid us in our stewardship of the forest.  
Those of us who work here are well aware that we stand as guardians 
of a treasure house of biodiversity. Won’t you help us to preserve this 
green sanctuary, and the precious educational opportunities it provides? 

Yours friends in conservation,

Save Paper!

www.hartshornarboretum.org/annual-appeal

Donate online by visiting

Please Detach Along Line and Return in the Enclosed Envelope

Wendi Mulvey 
Environmental Educator

Erin Dempsey, 
Environmental Educator

Tedor Whitman, 
Director


